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Our QISS Winter Program was 

a success under the direction of 

Mr. Peter Thorpe, the guidance 

of the Winter Committee and the 

participation of our QISS school 

community. Students from Pre-K 

through Grade 12 participated by 

beautifully singing, energetically 

dancing, enthusiastically playing, 

bravely introducing acts and 

helpfully being backstage hands. 

It was a pleasure seeing so many 

parents in the audience. Thank you 

for your support.

Winter  
Program 
2010 

By Alberto Gutierrez, Lower School Principal 



QINGDAO NO.1 INTERNATIONAL 
SCHOOL OF SHANDONG PROVINCE

Page   4QISSQISSQISS

I came to QISS this year and started 7th 
grade. In my last school, I didn't like 
Music. I always talked with my friends in 
Music class. But in QISS, I loved Music; I 
practiced by myself and tried to become 
the best I could. Then why did I have 
that big change between two schools?

In my last school, Music class meant 
almost no activity. I just listened and 
listened, and the only activity was 
singing. That was worse than doing 
nothing for me. Because of that I didn't 
pay attention in class, and I even slept 
during class.

During the fi rst Music class at QISS, 
I received a paper that said that I 
should choose an instrument. And the 

next class, there was a lot of activity! 
During that class, our class members 
tried four instruments: the clarinet, 
the trumpet, the trombone, and the 
fl ute. Immediately, I wanted play the 
trombone, and after this activity, I 
made sure I would buy one because 
the trombone is easy to make sound; 
I thought it’s easy to play. Almost all 
Music classes were full of activities that 
fi t me. 

Before the Christmas Concert, I 
practiced very hard. I thought I mustn't 
make any mistakes not even a vibrate 
sound (vibrate sound is not good.) 
On that day, I'd prepared everything 
I needed and waited for our Middle 
School band's turn. I heard some 

performances with a lot of applause and 
some with less applause. Then I started 
to worry how much applause we would 
earn. After a few minutes, our turn came. 
The kids introduced us, and then I saw 
Mr. Thorpe coming and saw he started 
to wave his hand. 'One two three go!' 
All of the band members started to play. 
We played 'Jolly old St. Nicholas', and 
next we played 'Jingle bells'. It was a 
success, nobody made any mistakes, 
and also we earned some nice applause! 
That moment I was very proud. Because 
of all my practicing, I didn’t make any 
mistakes.

After that concert, I realized I completely 
love music.

STUDENT REFLECTIONS - MY MUSIC

BY ERIC, GRADE 7

STUDENT REFLECTION:

MY 
MUSIC

...followed by a full review. The report will be fi nished on time in accordance with the timeline set for late 
February. In early March the report will be sent to the visiting accreditation committee members and the 
Chairperson of the committee, Dr. Kim Marshall, in California. After the report is sent out we will begin 
planning for the visit of the full accreditation committee at the end of April. 

If you would like to be involved in the WASC accreditation process please let me know. 

Continued from page 1: WASC Update By William Corey, Upper School Principal
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STUDENT REFLECTION:

By Vini, Grade 9 

I have studied at QISS for the last three and 

a half years and my experiences here have 

been great. I have met people from various 

places bringing their distinguished cultures 

and it has been very rewarding to meet 

people like that. I have met and lost many 

awesome friends and teachers and that is 

one of the bad parts about studying in an 

international school-- nothing is permanent, 

nothing is for sure. 

" My experiences in China 
will stay with me forever." 

There are many things here that we don’t 

have in Brazilian schools and one of them 

is extracurricular activities. The overnight 

fi eld trips and the after school classes have 

been amazing. I remember when we went 

to Wei Hai, and we played at the beach. We 

carried the teachers around and dropped 

them into the water and that day was a lot of 

fun. I remember going to the Shaolin temple 

where we tried to learn kung fu. We had fun, 

but it wasn’t easy. I also remember the crazy 

nights in the hotel when we were supposed 

to be asleep, but really we were playing 

games and talking. 

GOODBYE CHINA

Joining the school sport teams was something else that was really cool, 

and I have appreciated being so involved with school. I have loved 

studying here, and I am really going to miss QISS and all the friends I 

have made here ❖ 


