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Coming Events

- Oct 1-7: Autumn Festival and National Day Holiday

- Oct 14-15: Parent-Teacher Conferences (afternoon); Students dismissed at T p.m.

- Oct 22-25: ACAMIS Volleyball
- Oct 30: End of Quarter 1

The Heart of the Educational Program

Jeffrey Fischmann, Director

The entire community is eagerly
awaiting the move to the new cam-
pus. | spent several hours walking
around the new campus last week. It
is breathtaking how much progress is
being made on a daily basis. Hope-
fully, we will be able to conduct tours
of the new facility in the latter part of
October and we’ll be able to occupy
the new facility by the end of 2009.
We will keep the community informed
as to when it is ready to visit.

However, the buildings themselves
are not the most important part of a
school. What goes on inside the build-
ings is what is most important. This
year the school’s objective is to focus
more diligently on fulfilling our stated
mission to “provide a challenging aca-
demic program that develops the core
characteristics of vitality, courage,
sensitivity, intelligence and compas-
sion.” The most important assessment
tool we have to do so are the Key As-
signments, which “require students to
demonstrate all the elements of the

Asking Good Questions
For Understanding

Alberto Gutierrez, LS Principal

When we engage students in asking
and answering meaningful questions,
children communicate their under-
standing of an opinion, concept or
lesson. Therefore, all teachers at QISS
prepare worthwhile questions that
challenge students in higher leveling
thinking skills.

Throughout the day at QISS, teachers
require students to actively participate
in all subjects. Likewise, parents may
also engage in this process at home by
asking questions that require children

school’s mission.” This means the stu-
dents must demonstrate that they have
acquired all the necessary academic
skills in their subject areas as well as
the core characteristics.

AtQISS we believe that knowledge and
skills are, indeed, important. But what
is more important than knowledge or
skills is how we use our knowledge
and skills. At QISS we greatly value
the creative and imaginative use of
knowledge and skills over the mere
recall of information. This is the dis-
tinguishing aspect of our program.

We want parents to understand what
their children are doing at school. The
best way for parents to understand
is for them to attend the Key Assign-

Jeffrey Fischmann, Director

-

to analyze and reflect before answer-
ing. As students participate in answer-
ing challenging questions, they activate
their acquired knowledge and make
connections to questions.

Continued on p.5

ments. Lower school parents are very
good about doing so. However, we
have had low attendance at upper
school Key Assignments. Therefore,
we urge all parents of upper school
students to attend these Key Assign-
ments whenever they can. Once your
children can see that their teacher, the
principals, the director and their par-
ents are all paying attention to their
performances, they will perform at a
higher level. We invite all parents to
join in our efforts to accomplish our
school’s mission and thereby bring
about a more effective and meaning-
ful program for their children.

PSAT--Preparing
for the SAT

Peter Burnside, US Principal

The SAT is the well-known and often
dreaded test of mathematical rea-
soning, critical reading, writing, and
vocabulary used for college admis-
sions in the United States and other
countries. The full test takes 3 hours
and 45 minutes. Students typically
take the SAT for the first time in the
spring of grade 11 and may retake
the test in grade 12.

On October 14, all QISS students
in grades 10 and 11 will take the
PSAT, or Preliminary SAT. The PSAT
is shorter (2 hours and 10 minutes)
and slightly easier than the SAT,
though it does contain actual SAT
questions. Students will receive a
detailed score report after taking the
PSAT which will help guide their
studies in preparation for the SAT.

One of the best ways to prepare for
Continued on p.3




PAC

As you have maybe noticed the PAC continues activities
in the current school year. We were happy to see you
all during International Day and we are looking forward
seeing you during following events.

For this school year the members of the PAC (and
their spoken languages) are: Helene Lagendijk/van
Oosterbosch (Dutch, English); Gwen Croix (French,
English); Jana Halikova (Slovak, English); Marcela
Lickova (Slovak, English), and new members are Satoko
Takano (Japan, English ); Aihua Gu (Chinese, English);
and Jeong Sook (Korean, English).

The new school year has brought us new classroom
parents too; they will be introduced in the next issue.

As we have 26 nationalities represented by students
in the school, the recent idea of a BOOK DONATION
BOX will help fill the shelves of the multilangual section
in the school library so the students have opportunityies
to read books written in their first language or a language

in which they are interested.

For more information about the PAC please see:

http://www.qiss.org.cn/pacsc.html

Counselor’s Corner
David Addicott, Counselor

This month, | will focus on the first
of the ESLR’s (Expected Schooolwide
Learning Results or schoolwide goals).
The complete wording for this ESLR is
as follows.

QISS students will be Passionate/Active

human beings who:

e Demonstrate a positive attitude, en
thusiasm and active participation.

e Set and pursue personal goals with
vitality and persistence.

e Seek intellectual, physical and emo
tional balance to achieve personal
well-being for themselves and others.

The first ESLR addresses VITALITY —one
of the QISS Core Character Traits. We
want students to be actively engaged
in life, in the process of self improve-
ment and achieving excellence. We
want them to have energy, motivation
and a sense of competence. And, we
want students to know how to attend
to their physical and emotional health,
in order to remain energized, positive,
and vital.

Tips for parents to help children be-
come passionate/active human beings:

2. Give Recognition:

1. Raise Awareness: Notice when your
child has worked toward a goal. This
is such a natural thing for kids to do
that they may not even be aware of it.
“Wow, you were determined to learn
those words and you did it!” Point
ing this out can help kids to see them
selves as capable and competent in
dividuals.

Acknowledge
your child’s persistence, especially
when the results of her efforts are
not what she had hoped. The ef-
fort may prove, in the long run, to
be more important than immediate
results. Through your words, ensure
that your children give themselves
credit for their achievements. “You
did an amazing job! You never gave
up, even when it got hard!” Your
praise should be specific and ad-
dress the child’s effort.

3. Be a Model: Tell your kids about
your goals and how you are working
toward them. Be a model by main-
taining a positive attitude about the
difficult or frustrating things in your

. Teach Skills:

. Be Positive:

life and by pursuing a balanced life-
style for yourself.

Help your kids turn
their dreams or wishes into realities.
When they are unhappy with some-
thing, help them think of what they
can to do change the situation. A
goal is just a dream with a plan!

Help kids to remain
optimistic or hopeful. Research has
shown that optimistic students per-
form better in school and life. When
they are frustrated help them think
of different ways to solve the prob-
lem. When they are disappointed
in themselves, help them to see the
situation as an opportunity to learn
or grow stronger.

. Keep It Balanced: Learning is en-

hanced when children engage in
physical activity, in the arts, and in
creative play activities as well as get
plenty of sleep. So, to maximize
your child’s vitality, ensure that they
are involved in a variety of activi-
ties, have time for play, and get 8-9
hours of sleep.




Lao Shan Trip

Onnika Van Oosterbosch

During the third and fourth weeks of
school, the Upper School students had
an over night trip at the Lao Shan Moun-
tain and here’s what they think about it.

Catherine, Grade 6: “I really liked the
campfire because we cooked the marsh-
mallows and they tasted really good.”

Livia, Grade 7: “The trip brought us
all together and made friendships ex-
pand.”

Simon, Grade 8: “ Going down we got
all wet and it was fun, it also took a lot
of time.”

Sissi, Grade 9: “It was challenging when
we walked down, but a cool experi-
ence.”

Jack, Grade 10: “It was meaningful.”

Tao, Grade 11: “Wormhole was awe-
some!”

Daniel, Grade 12: “It was a memorable
trip.”

Great activities like this make learning
more fun and meaningful.

Technology Training

for Parents
Bradley Arnold

The school works to maintain a vi-
able on-line program in the event of
an emergency closing, or if students
need to stay home due to illness. To do
this, we have been working to develop
our on-line resources and improve the
ability of our teachers to deliver con-
tent and lessons on-line. Both the stu-
dents and teachers are becoming more
proficient with these tasks, but we are
concerned parents may not understand
all of the requirements.

So, we have begun offering training
for parents to learn more about the
school’s Moodle, email and other re-
sources, as well as about on-line safety
and expected computer requirements
at home. Our first workshop for lower
school parents was on September 22,
followed on the 29 by one more.

On October 12 we will offer a work-
shop for parents of students in grades
3-8. All parents who are interested in
attending this technology workshop
should contact Alberto Gutierrez
(agutierrez@qiss.org.cn) or Bradley Ar-
nold (barnold@qiss.org.cn) to reserve
your place.

Location: The computer lab in
room 506

Time: 10:30 am

Date: October 12

PSAT

(continued)

the PSAT and SAT is to take practice
tests. High school students have ac-
cess to SAT practice tests through
one of our web-based programs,
Naviance. The link to Naviance is
on the bottom of our school web
page. Students have been given
usernames and passwords to use
this program. Naviance also con-
tains a vocabulary-building feature
which keeps track of words that the
student knows and does not know.

Another good source for more infor-
mation about the SAT and an SAT
problem of the day is the College
Board
http://www.collegeboard.com/

For questions about taking the SAT
at QISS, please contact Mr. David
Addicott at daddicott@qjiss.org.cn

Good luck, students! With practice
and preparation, you'll do well.

Peter Burnside, US Principal

Don’t Miss

On September 15th, we partici-
pated in a big performance at The
Olympic Sailing Theater.

Students read a Chinese poem, and
they did a wonderful job. The per-
formance will be shown on QDTV5
September 30™, 21:15 p.m. and
October 4", 20:50 p.m. to celebrate
the Chinese Mid-autumn

Please turn on your TV and enjoy

Day Festival.

the show.




Good Questions
(continued)

As students are engaging in this ques-
tioning and answering process, they
are also practicing their English com-
munication skills. Thus, all students de-
velop their thinking ability in the Eng-
lish language.

As they participate with more frequen-
cy, students are acquiring and using
a larger English vocabulary at school.
Parents can continue this process at
home in the child’s mother tongue. It
is extremely valuable for each child
to continue developing higher level
thinking skills and increasing vocabu-
lary in the mother tongue. Parents play
a vital part in developing higher level
thinking skills through the art of ask-
ing meaningful questions and building
mother tongue vocabulary at home.

Working together at home and at
school, we can make a significant
impact on the development of higher
level thinking skills in all children. We
all have a common vested interest in
preparing children full of vitality, cour-
age, sensitivity, intelligence, and com-
passion to be reflective global citizens
now and in the future.

Chinese Culture

Greeting
English Chinese Pronunciation
Hello! NTihao!

Good morning
Good afternoon

Good evening

Z30 shang hao
Xia wu hao

Wan shang hao

Good night Wan an

How are you? NT hdo ma?

Very Good /Fine Hén hao

Thank you Xié xie

Sorry Dui bu gt

Excuse me Lo jia

Good-Bye Zai jian

No (not to permit) Bu xing

No (to negate) BU shi

Yes (to permit) Xing

Yes (to positive) Shi

OK. Hao de
Introduction

English Chinese Pronunciation

My name is David WO jiao David

David

I am American

(Canadian or British)

I work in QISS

I am a teacher

WG shi Méigud rén (Jia na
da rén or Yingguod rén)

W0 zai Shandong Qingdao diyt
guo ji xué xiao gong zuod

W shi 3o shi

International Day

What a fun day for students to find information about each coun-
try we represented! We all had a chance to meet and socialize.

The committe would like to thank you all, parents and relatives,
for your visit and support on the event.
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