
Miguel Arambula 

Hello, my name is Miguel Arambula and I am excited to be joining the QISS 

community!  I am originally from the great Central Valley of California, famous 

for its produce and known as the ‘bread basket of the world’.  I stayed in California 

for college and graduated from UCLA with a degree in International Development.  

I worked in many different jobs after graduating; working on political campaigns, 

urban renewal, and real estate development to name a few.   

I got my first opportunity to teach while living in Sevilla, Spain.  I worked for a 

year at the Canadian Language Institute and had a great time with the students 

and staff.  My next teaching opportunity would be to teach summer school at 

Punahou Academy, a private school in 

Oahu, Hawaii and ex-president Barack Obama’s alma mater!  I loved teaching 

there over the next four summers.  The students were very bright and eager to 

learn and so we were able to learn a lot and have fun each summer.  This is also 

where I first learned to surf!  I have continued to enjoy surfing and normally try 

and find beautiful spots to get in the water when traveling.  I heard that 

Qingdao actually has nice waves sometimes and so I will be bringing my board, 

and my wetsuit, I heard the water is cold! 

I worked in special education and substitute taught while completing a year-

long yoga teacher training program in San Francisco, California.  And, I moved to the beautiful state of New Mexico to 

receive my teaching credential and M.A. from the University of New Mexico campus in Albuquerque.  My master’s was 

in Language, Literacy, and Sociocultural studies and had an emphasis in TESOL.  I was proud to graduate both programs 

with over a 4.0 and have my thesis marked for ‘distinction’.   

It was hard to leave Albuquerque, especially the delicious green chile!  But, I 

had always wanted to teach abroad and got my first opportunity at Global 

Paradigm International School in Cairo, Egypt.  Cairo and Egypt were beautiful.  

I stayed for two years traveling all over the country during my breaks and 

enjoying the opportunity to learn Arabic.  Our school became IB accredited 

while I was working there and so I was excited to get to teach IB Theory of 

Knowledge along with American Literature to 11th graders in my second year.  

I was also the International Collaboration Coordinator at the school and 

enjoyed working to set up learning opportunities where our students could 

work on projects and communicate with students in other parts of the world.   

I am very excited to be joining the QISS community.  The school seems very 

well run and the students bright and motivated.  I will be working in the 

English Language Learner department and be helping with reading support.  

I really do love reading and writing and look forward to sharing my 

excitement and expertise with my students.   

I look forward to meeting everyone soon 

 



Joanna Rockwell
Hello! My name is Joanna Rockwell and I am looking forward to being a part of the 

QISS team. I will be teaching 3rd grade in the Lower School. Although I was born in 

Texas, I have lived most of my life in New Jersey. Some of my favorite things to do 

include hiking, reading, cross-stitching, drawing, and yoga. 

Ever since my experience as a teaching assistant at an early childhood school, I 

knew I wanted to be a teacher. I have taught a diverse range of students in fifth 

grade. Being a part of the journey each student takes as they expand their 

knowledge is truly a joy for me. I am enriched by providing the consistency, 

consideration, and nurturing that each student needs. 

In addition to my love of teaching, I am also passionate about travelling.  My 

penchant for being abroad started early when I decided to study art history in Italy 

between graduating high school and starting college. This joy of immersion in a 

different culture inspired me to study in Vietnam as part of my Master of Arts in 

Elementary Education program. The 

various landscapes, foods, cultures, and 

activities that Vietnam offered broadened my appreciation of the learning 

opportunities inherent in going out of one’s comfort zone. Following this, I 

completed one of my student teaching practicums in South Africa at the 

American International School of Johannesburg. This experience solidified my 

interest to live and teach internationally as I felt a kinship with fellow 

international teachers and a tight-knit community at the school. 

While earning my Master’s degree and teaching certification at The College of 

New Jersey, I met my wonderful husband, who was also enrolled in the program. 

We recently got married, and are fortunate to share a love of teaching, 

travelling, books, the outdoors, 

and pondering about life with all of 

its intriguing workings.  

Working and living in beautiful Qingdao is a dream come true as my husband 

and I embark on our journey to experience and better understand the 

wonderfully diverse world we live in. My interview with Dr. Teston assured 

me that QISS is an excellent match as I work to support the academic and 

socio-emotional needs of all students 

t h r o u g h  c o l l a b o r a t i o n , 

inquiry, and a positive, goal-

o r i e n t e d  m i n d s e t . 

  



John Rockwell 
Hello! My name is John Rockwell, and I am thrilled to join the QISS 

community! I was born and raised in the state of New Jersey in the United 

States. I read many books as a child, and developed an interest in reading 

literature about different cultures. This also sparked my interest in seeing 

the wider world as soon as I was able. I attended high school at Scicore 

Academy, where I developed my lifelong passion for running when I joined 

their Cross-Country Team. I became team captain for my junior and senior 

years.  

When completing my undergraduate career, I studied International 
Relations at Syracuse University, with a disciplinary focus on International 
Security and Diplomacy and a regional focus on Latin America. Through this 
I developed an appreciation for military history. While completing my 
undergraduate degree, I took advantage of the opportunities to study 
abroad and lived in Ecuador, Peru, and Costa Rica. These experiences 
confirmed my desire to live and travel internationally. After working in D.C., 
I developed the personal belief that teaching children was a more fulfilling 
way of making the world a better place.    

So, I enrolled in the College of New Jersey and received a Master’s Degree 
in Elementary Education. I have a passion for teaching literacy skills and the importance of sustainable development to 
children. I have taught 4th grade for the Mount Laurel School District in New Jersey, and I am excited to continue teaching 
4th grade for QISS this year. The QISS value of courage aligns with my philosophy on teaching because young students 
benefit when they take risks in their learning.  

In my spare time, I enjoy reading philosophy, especially French and German continental philosophy. I am writing a novel, 
which I am sure Qingdao and the country of China will provide rich inspiration for. For fun, I enjoy playing strategy board 
games like Go! And Chess. I also enjoy taking long hikes. 

While earning my Master’s Degree, I serendipitously met the love of my life, Joanna Rockwell, who will be teaching 3rd 
Grade at QISS. We are overjoyed by the fact that we are going to be a part of the Qingdao team very soon. 

Our job interview with the administration of QISS and conversations with Dr. 
Teston confirmed for us that QISS would be a positive and friendly community 
to be a part of. 

I look forward to the process of adapting to a new culture and am eager to 
expand my understanding and knowledge of the rich history, culture, people, 
and environment of Qingdao! 



J’Bill Merrick 

My name is J’Bill.  My real name is Jack William, but my parents gave me this 

nickname at birth by shortening and combining both my grandfathers’ names.  

My wife, Michelle, and two boys, Will and Michael, are from Wichita Falls, Texas.  

This smaller city is located near the Dallas/Fort Worth metro.    

I have been in education for 19 years.  I am truly excited to be starting my 20th 

year with QISS!  I have taught high school mathematics for a total of 13 years.  I 

have been an assistant principal or administrator for 6 years.  When I have been 

a classroom teacher, I always was 

coaching sports for the high schools.  

I have coached basketball, 

volleyball, track & field, golf and 

soccer.  

For the 2017-2018 school year, I will take over the role of Admissions and 

School Development Coordinator.  I am looking forward to working with 

the administration team, staff, parents, students and community in 

continuing the excellence at QISS.   

Michelle and I decided in 2014 that moving to China was in the best 

interest for our two younger boys.  We wanted them to experience 

different cultures around the world.  Our previous two years in Shenzhen, 

China were a great experience for our family.  We look forward to our 

future at QISS.  Our family enjoys playing different sports, exercising 

together, exploring the city, meeting new people, and traveling.  Our 

favorite destination is a beach.  My boys enjoy playing soccer and 

basketball.   We are excited to be moving to a different region of China.  

We hope to explore Xian, Shanghai, Chengdu and other places that are 

recommended as we meet new people.  

My family is moving back to China after a one-year return to the U.S.  I have an older son, Jackson that graduated this 

past year from high school.  We made the decision to return to Texas and be a witness to all the activities he is involved 

in at his school.  He will be attending the University of Texas at Arlington this year, and will be majoring in Civil 

Engineering.  I am very proud of his success.  I can’t wait to fly him to Qingdao next summer to visit this great city.  

Maybe one day he will decide to work an internship in China. 

We chose QISS because of its record of excellence.  

Dr. Teston and Mr. Page provided a wonderful 

insight to what is happening at QISS.  We 

feel that QISS is a great place for our two 

boys to receive a quality education.  We 

feel that the sense of community and the 

school’s mission of “developing a mindful 

heart” are important aspects of the school 

that will be a positive experience for them.   

The Merrick family is coming!   

See you soon.   



Michelle Merrick 

Hello, my name is Michelle Merrick and my family and I are thrilled to be joining 

the team at QISS. My husband, J’Bill, will also be joining the team as the 

Admissions and School Development Coordinator.  We have two boys that will 

become part of the student body.  Will is currently in sixth grade and is twelve 

years old and Michael is in third grade and is nine years old.  Both boys are very 

active and love playing soccer, baseball, basketball, and of course X-Box. 

I have been teaching for a total of ten year and have experience teaching pre-

kindergarten, first grade, fourth 

grade, and ESL pullout kinder 

through fourth grade.  Eight of 

those years were spent teaching in 

Texas.  The other two years I taught 

in Shenzhen, China.  I am very 

excited to be coming to QISS as a 

third grade teacher.  I look forward 

to getting to know all the families that belong to QISS but even more eager 

to get to know my students and build meaningful relationships with them.   

We returned to the United States for a year to be able to attend Jackson’s, 

J’Bill’s oldest son, high school senior year events.  During this time back, 

we have enjoyed watching Jackson’s football and baseball games and look 

forward to watching him walk across the stage to receive his diploma.  He 

will be continuing his education at the University of Texas Arlington and 

will pursue a degree in civil engineering.  We are very proud of all of 

Jackson’s accomplishments and know he will do very well.   

J’Bill and I choose to join the QISS team because of Dr. Teston and Mr. Page.  

They spoke very highly of the teaching practices and students success at 

QISS that we couldn’t pass up the opportunity for our boys to attend and 

have these experiences.   

We have treasured all the time we have spent with family and friends but 

now look forward to new adventures in Qingdao, China.   

 



Justin Esser 
Hey Y'all, I'm Justin Esser from Texas. I am super excited 

to join the QISS family. I attended the University of 

Texas in Austin, and I bleed burnt orange. Hook 'Em 

Horns! In school I studied Athletic training and 

Kinesiology and have always had a passion for sports 

and coaching. 

After University I stayed in Austin and started 

substitute teaching in the school districts in that area. 

After a few months I moved back to Dallas, and then 6 

months after that, I got a teaching opportunity in South 

Korea. I had lived on Jeju Island, and also in an area 

outside of Busan, South Korea for a year, when I met 

the love of my life. She was also in South Korea 

teaching English. We met one weekend, and then after 6 months we moved to Seoul to work at a Kindergarten together. 

Two years later, Catherine and I got married in her home town, Cape Town, South Africa in February 2013.  

In April of 2013, Catherine and I moved to Qingdao and got jobs together at Grand International High School. After a 

year of living in Qingdao, Catherine and I welcomed our son, Elijah, into the world. I have worked at Grand since then, 

and in January of 2015 I was promoted to head teacher. Last year, I studied online and completed my teaching 

qualifications and am excited to start the new school year with this school. 

Overall I have lived and taught in Asia since 2009 with only missing 

a bit of time to get married. Other than family, my other joy in life 

is traveling. My wife and I have been to over 30 countries during 

our time together, and don't plan on stopping any time soon.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 




